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Two groups released consumer recycling surveys on America
Recycles Day, and the results show millennials may have a
slightly misguided understanding of materials diversion.

Research from nonprofit group Keep America Beautiful (KAB)
found (https://resource-recycling.com/plastics/wp-

content/uploads/sites/4/2016/11/ARD_National_Recycling_Survey_Highlights_11.15.16.pdf) the main
reason people recycle is to reduce the amount of waste that is going into landfills. Fifty-one percent list
that as their main reason for recycling, while 43 percent say they do it to conserve natural resources.

People also indicated the don’t necessarily feel obligated to recycle just because their community offers
the service. Three times as many people said they recycle to reduce their impact on the environment than
those who said they recycle because it is required by their community.

Doubts about the process
Even though respondents expressed a desire to recycle, about 33 percent of respondents noted doubts
about whether recyclable materials placed curbside are actually getting recycled. In addition, 27 percent
feel recyclable materials are just placed in the same truck as the trash, and 31 percent believe the
recycling process is harmful to the environment.

Interestingly, millennials emerged as the most skeptical demographic.

“The skepticism consumers feel about the recycling process underscore the importance of Keep America
Beautiful and its partners to better educate consumers about how the recycling process works, what
recycled materials can become, and the economic and environmental benefits of recycling,” Brenda
Pulley, KAB senior vice president, said in a press release.

Meanwhile, a survey commissioned
(https://www.americanchemistry.com/Media/PressReleasesTranscripts/ACC-news-releases/America-
Recycles-Day-Survey-Older-Generations-Leading-On-Recycling.html) by Plastics Make It Possible, an arm
of the American Chemistry Council (ACC) trade group, also found that older generations are more likely to
think recycling makes a difference. People 60 and above are 15 percent more likely to recycle on a daily
basis than millennials.

Also, according to the research, millennials are less likely to know that common plastics such as shampoo
bottles, milk jugs and yogurt containers can be recycled compared with other age groups.

Looking for recycled content
But according to the KAB survey, consumers are being proactive in fighting waste. Just over 60 percent of
all consumers (and 68 percent of millennials) said they want to see more packaging that can be recycled,
and 58 percent of respondents are looking for recycled content in packaging. Sixty-five percent of
millennials said they look for recycled-content packaging.
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The latest plastics recycling news

Lawmakers eye carpet stewardship
reforms (https://resource-
recycling.com/plastics/2017/09/13/lawmakers-
eye-carpet-stewardship-reforms/)

A California bill mandating that carpet
stewards achieve a 24 percent recycling
rate continues to advance in the
legislature. Meanwhile, carpet makers are
sticking with their beleaguered
stewardship group, instead of submitting
alternative collection and recycling plans.

Positive pricing continues for
recovered PET and HDPE
(https://resource-
recycling.com/plastics/2017/09/13/positive-
pricing-continues-recovered-pet-
hdpe/)

While prices for recovered PET and HDPE
have remained steady or increased, post-
consumer film values continue to nose-
dive.

NYC sued over foam ban … again
(https://resource-
recycling.com/plastics/2017/09/13/nyc-
sued-foam-ban/)

Restaurant owners and EPS industry
stakeholders have sued New York City
over its plans to ban foam polystyrene
from use in food-service establishments.
It’s the latest move in a deja vu cycle that
has gone on for more than four …
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Just over 50 percent of the general population said they prefer to buy from a company that encourages
recycling, while 62 percent of millennials felt the same way.

The KAB survey was conducted by the Natural Marketing Institute between Sept. 29 and Oct. 7, 2016, and
1,000 adults were surveyed online.

For the ACC report, 1,000 people were interviewed by TNS Global during a period in October 2016.
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Walmart underpaid millions in
California bottle deposits
(https://resource-
recycling.com/plastics/2017/09/13/walmart-
underpaid-millions-california-bottle-
deposits/)

The world’s largest retailer underreported
the number of containers it distributed
over a three-year period in California,
leading to $7.2 million in unpaid deposits
to the state. The balance was paid in full
late last year after it was revealed …
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In other news: Sept. 12, 2017
(https://resource-
recycling.com/plastics/2017/09/12/news-
sept-12-2017/)

A major city bans straws and single-use
plastic utensils, and plastic processing
shoots for the stars with a new space-
specific recycling technology.

Recycled plastics get FDA nod for food
packaging (https://resource-
recycling.com/plastics/2017/09/08/recycled-
plastics-get-fda-ok-food-packaging/)

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration will
allow recycled PET fiber to be used to
make tea bags, fruit or meat packaging
and more. It also gave the go-ahead to use
recycled plastics in several types of
thermoform packaging.

Plastics recycling technology
roundup: Sept. 8, 2017
(https://resource-
recycling.com/plastics/2017/09/08/plastics-
recycling-technology-roundup-sept-8-
2017/)

Achievements in flexible film packaging
recycling are announced, and a new
modifier for polyamides is released.
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